RUNNING HEAD: ASSIGNMENT: RESPONSE

1

                               1
ASSIGNMENT: RESPONSE

                                                       3

Response 
Student Name:

Institutional Affiliation:

Date:

Response
If found guilty and sentences for 12 years in jail, that would serve justice in the first place for the 9 year old boy stabbed in Michigan playground. According to the American and the English common law, any child that is under the age of 14 and a crime occurs then there must be some form of convergence whereby the assessment of the minor is conducted based on  “mens rea” (the criminal intent or the guilty mind) or “actus reus” (the guilty act). Through this legal procedure, the 12-year-old child that committed the murder case will be examined to determine whether he should be treated as an adult and the punishment that he should get.
In this case, the minor should be charged as an adult. The state laws allows the Supreme Court to treat minors who have been convicted with murder case as adults. For examples, in Roper v. Simmons presents a brutal case whereby Simmons, a minor committed a burglary in Missouri. He and his friends broke into a woman’s house who was dead asleep, tied up her hands and then proceeded to place a duct tape on her mouth and eyes. They then drove her into a railroad bridge and threw her into the river where she drowned. Simmons then bragged about the brutality. This led to his arrest and he voluntary confessed of committing the murder. The evidence of guilt was overwhelming for him to be convicted with murder. The jury recommended death penalty for the minor (ROPER v. SIMMONS, No. 03-0633).
The same case relates to this case of a 12 year who murdered another minor while playing in Michigan. Considering the confession of the 12 year boy to plan to murder the victim, I therefore consider it as a criminal intent and it deserves a death penalty as well (ROPER v. SIMMONS, No. 03-0633).
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